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Global Warming: Not Just An

Environmental Concern
By Katelin Haley ‘09
Assistant Editor

With the threats of global warming loom-
ing around us, many of us think that it is no big
deal. We will sirnply turn up the air conditioning
and move on with our lives. While it seems this
simple for us, it will not be so easy for many oth-
ers. The region that is going to be hit hardest by
the climate Changes caused by global warming 1s
the region where air conditioning is not a reality.

It is the region where people can not reach for a
pint of Ben and Jerry’s to cool off, much less a
meal to nourish themselves. The region hardest hit
by the affects of global warming is predicted to be
the region that did the least to cause it and has the
least resources to cope with it: Africa.

Imagine that your entire life revolves
around weather patterns and climate change. You
plant, harvest, and sell your crops depending on
the rainy season. When this delicate balance of dry
and wet is challenged, your livelihood is in jeop-
ardy. This is the struggle that is now facing many
impoverished nations, ones that already face a
plethora of other problems.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC http://www.ipcc.ch/) is the or-
ganization that makes predictions of how climate
change, due to global Warming, will affect weather
patterns and events. Although there has not been
one single event that can be blamed solely on
global warming, the patterns that are being seen are

foHowing the predictions of the IPCC. The IPCC
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predicts that impoverished nations, such as those
of Africa, will be among the hardest hit by global
warming and has predicted what the status of the
globe could be in 2020 and beyond. The projec-
tions of the IPCC may seem far out of reach, but
the initial affects are already being felt.

By the year 2020 between 75 and 200
million Africans will experience a decreased water
supply. This will cause not only further dehydra—
tion, but also decreased agricultural yields and live-
stock production. Yields from rain-fed agriculture
will be down by 50%, contributing to a lack of
food supply and malnutrition. By the end of the
21+ century, sea level rise will affect low-lying areas
which are densely populated. The cost of relocat-
ing people living in these areas could be up to 10%
of the gross domestic product of the countries af-
fected.

2020 may seem to be a far way off, but in
reality the affects are being felt now. Global warm-
ing cannot be reversed, but the process can be
slowed. Impoverished nations do not have many
resources to help to slow the problem that they did
very little to cause, so it is our duty to do our part.
Simple actions such as walking those two blocks to
campus instead of driving, turning off the water
while you brush your teeth, unplugging your TV
when it’s not in use, and recyding are things that
each of us can do to slow the process of global
warming. As always, live simply so that others may

simply live. SL
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Simply Live is a student run
publication at Marywood
University. The views and
opinions expressed within are
not explicitly those of
Marywood University or its
affiliates.

Simply Live does not support or endorse any
political candidates and/or political party.
Any political views expressed are strictly vested
with the contributor and do not reflect the
publication and/or Marywood University.

Simply Live encourages story ideas and con-
tributors. All material submitted to the Editor
is bound by federal laws pertaining to libel,
defamation and other applicable laws. Submis-
sions may be altered for grammar and space
requirements.

Any concerns should be sent
to the editor:

Simply Live

Campus Ministry

The Swartz Center for
Spiritual Life

2300 Adams Ave.
Marywood University
Scranton, PA 18509

The Quote:

“Live simply so that others may simply live” is
taken from

Mahatama Gandhi.
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Lessons from a Stereo:

Global Warming
By Charles Fisher

We all have hand-me-
downs; you know, stuff that an
older family member gave to us
because: a) it didn’t fit them any-
more, b) they didn’t need it any-
more, or ¢) because they busted it.
For instance, over the years | have
passed onto my brother my old
clothes, school notes, and stereo (I
swear the CD player was broken
when I got it). As humans, we of-
ten have a drive to keep stuff when
we can get something out of it and
slough it off when it doesn’t work
anymore and let it be someone
else’s problem (seriously, how
many of you reading this have actu-
ally given your younger brother
your working stereo?). Strange as it
sounds, this “stereo effect” (O
2008 Chuck Fisher) could spell
doom for the earth and us as a spe-
cies if we don’t find a way to quell
it.

In the last two to three
hundred years, we as a people have
spread out across this country and
gradually consumed its resources.
When we mined, chopped, and
tilled the resources from one area,
we would simply move onto the
next leaving behind Godforsaken
moonscapes in some parts of the
country for someone else to deal
with.

Case in point: when the
weather improves, hike down to
Olyphant Ave, just below the
McGowan Center, and take a good
look at the culm banks. For those
of you not from coal country, culm
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banks are huge mounds of rock
and debris that were pulled out of
the coal mines during the late
1800s and early 1900s. This rock
and debris had no economical value
so it was just dumped in set aside
areas, which dot Lackawanna and
Luzerne counties. While looking at
these banks go check out some of
the local streams and you'll see that
some are slightly tinged orange.
This isn’t some miracle magic wa-
ter (you can tie-die shirts in it
though); this is acid mine drainage,
Coal mining over fifty years ago
still harms our waterways today
because water draining through the
old mines shafts comes to the sur-
face and carries with it acidic con-
taminants.

The point I'm hammering
at 1s that our ancestors have be-
queathed us a pretty scarred envi-
ronment. Deforested mountains,
strip mines, and poﬂuted waters are
the legacy that's been handed down
to us (for a look at strip mined
landscapes n Kentucky, Youtube
John Prine’s song: Paradise). We
can grumble at them for their in-
considerateness, like my brother
did to me, but unlike my brother
we can’t just pass the environment
on to our sister at Christmas. The
earth can’t just be wrapped up in
green wrapping paper with a red
bow and handed down when it
doesn’t work anymore; it needs to
be renewed and repaired because

Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

we've made great strides over the last few
decades with environmental legislation.
The federal government strictly enforces
logging, mining, and water usage and
superfund money is helping to clean up
culm banks and strip-mined areas damaged
before federal regulation. Despite this
we're still pumping millions of tons of
CO2 into the atmosphere, depleting un-
derground water supplies in the west, and
encroaching deeper and deeper into animal
habitats. And we still have to find a per-
manent way to dispose of waste from nu-
clear power plants, which will still be ra-
dioactive for hundreds of thousands of
years!

Our parents, grandparents, and
their parents have left us many challenges
that we will have to face for the sake of
our planet. We would like to have been
left a perfectly clean and healthy eco-
system like my brother and sister would've
liked a working stereo, but that’s just the
way the Chips fell. We should take some
lessons from my sister; she didn’t pass that
broken stereo onto someone else. Instead,
with a little tweaking (and some hard
whacks to the CD player) she got it to
work again good as new. Let’s take our

world and do the same. SL
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CATHOLICS
UNITED

As the 2008 Presidential election nears, Simply Live found an excellent vote guide that
shows each candidates views on social justice issues, such as poverty, homelessness, the

Iraq War, government spying, etc.

As of now, Senator John McCain will be the Republican nomination for President and it
is still between Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton (NY) and Barack Obama (IL) for the
Democratic nomination. Please use the following two links to educate yourself on these
very crucial issues in the next Presidential Administration.

AS ALWAYS—SIMPLY LIVEREMINDS EVERYONE WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO
REGISTER TO VOTE TO DO IT! YOUR DEMOCRACY—YOUR VOTE!

Voter guides courtesy of Catholics United: www.catholics-united.org

For the Democrat Guide:
http:// catholics-united.org/files /voter-guide-dem.pdf

For the Republican Guide:
http://catholics-united.org/files/voter-guide-rep.pdf

The staff of Simply kive wish you a safg and restful
dpring/Caster breakl Remember that classes will
resume on Tugsday, March 25. Plgaseg contact
Campus Ministry for a brgak Mass schedulg.
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