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Child Assent Form Template and Guide 

INSTRUCTIONS

USE OF THIS TEMPLATE IS MANDATORY, AS IT CONTAINS REGULATORY ELEMENTS.
Investigators should utilize a child assent form for minors who are chronologically or developmentally aged 7 and older if they are capable of providing assent. Parental/guardian permission is also required. Please see our Parental Permission Template and Guide.

With older adolescents, it might be acceptable to use the consent form template, only changing the title to “Child Assent Form.”  
BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR COMPLETED FORM:
1. Remove the page of instructions (dotted line and all language above it).
2. Remove all red, italicized instructions within the actual template. 
3. Run a spellcheck and proofread, making sure that there are no errors. Check formatting too to make sure it is consistent (font type and size, spacing, etc.).
4. Check readability. The score should be age and developmentally appropriate.  For readability help, review our Consent Form Readability Tips.
5. Not all research situations can be covered by a single template.  Please review the “ARE YOU INVOLVING…”sections below for important information or language that must be added to your form, based on the particular methods you are employing in your study. 
After your submission is reviewed, you may be asked to make changes to your consent form. Before changing it, you must enable the track changes feature. Please see the Track Changes Instructions for this purpose (ignore information about protection/lock, as this form is no longer locked). 

ARE YOU INVOLVING THE FOLLOWING?
If so, additional information may be required in your form.
Classroom Research
When involving school students, you must take steps to reduce undue influence to participate. Under “Taking Part is Voluntary,” include, “Your choice to be in the study or not will not affect grades.” This should also be made clear in the parental permission form.
Internet Transmission of Data
If using a survey site (e.g., Survey Monkey), to the bottom of the child assent page, add the statement, “By clicking the button below <accept or approve button>, I agree to be in this study.” Please note that signed parental permission must be obtained prior to a minor’s participation in Internet research, unless a waiver of documentation of parental permission is requested and granted. As such, either a parental permission form or waiver of documentation of informed consent form must be submitted.
Language Other than English
Once the English version of this form had been reviewed by the IRB, and any requested modifications have been made and approved, the translated version and a Translation Certification form must be submitted. The certification form verifies that at independent translator has reviewed the document and deems it to be an appropriate translation of the approved English version. While the investigator may translate his/her form, he/she may not sign the certification form. Please see our Non-English Speaking policy on our Policies & Procedures web page.
Payment, Rewards or Other Incentives
Nothing additional needs to be listed in the form, but please note that payment to minors must be given directly to parents. See our Incentives policy.
Prisoners (Involuntarily Confined or Detained)
Under voluntary Nature, include “Your choice to be in the study or not will not affect probation or parole.”

REMOVE ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS AT THE DOTTED LINE AND ABOVE 
BEFORE SUBMITTING, AS THEY ARE FOR THE INVESTIGATOR ONLY. REMOVE

REMOVE

REMOVE ALL RED, ITALICIZED INSTRUCTIONS WITHIN THE BELOW FORM.

ALLOW ENOUGH SPACE FOR THE IRB STAMP ON EACH PAGE.

DO NOT DELETE THE PAGE NUMBERS.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Child Assent Form
[Title]
[Insert the study’s title. Make sure it is identical to the title entered into IRBNet.]

I [or We] want to tell you about a research study that I am [or we are] doing. Research helps to learn new things. 
What is the study about?
The purpose of this study is to. [Insert the purpose of the study in simple language. Make sure it is age or developmentally appropriate.]
Why are you asked to be in this study?
You are asked to be in this study because. [Describe the main study criterion or circumstance, such as, “...because you are a student in the 5th grade at Dunmore Elementary School,” or “…because you are between the ages of 8-11.”]
Who is doing the study?
The person in charge of this study is [Add Principal Investigator’s name.] 
[If PI is a student, add, “He (or She) is a student at Marywood University.”]
[If there are co-investigators or research assistants that the child will see, add, “Other people you may see while you are in this study are…”]
What will you be asked to do?
If you agree to be in this study, you will. [Insert a simple explanation of all procedures. Include the (1) location of procedures (2) total time commitment of the participant (3) frequency, if more than once, and (4) assignment to groups, if applicable. Mention each procedure if there will be more than one. For instance, if you are accessing medical or school records, state so. You may use bullets or a chart if the procedures are complex. Keep in mind that if you have a control group, control members are still participants, and their activities should be explained in simple terms.]

Will this study hurt you?
[Explain all risks.][If there are several risks, number or bullet them.]
What are the good things about this study?
[Explain all benefits.][Sometimes there are no individual benefits to the child, but there always must be a benefit(s) to at the field of study or community.][Always use the word “may” instead of “will” when talking about benefits.] [If there are several benefits, number or bullet them.]
Payment or Rewards
You will [or will not] receive [List any incentives or payments such cash, raffles, gift cards, small tokens, etc.] for being in this study. [List the incentive disbursement schedule, if applicable]
Will people know?
No one will know you are in this study other than [Insert either “the researcher(s) and your parent(s)” or “the researcher(s), your parent (s) and _____.” Others that might know could be doctors, teachers, etc.]

Taking Part is Voluntary
You do not have to take part in this study. If you say yes, it should be because you really want to volunteer.  If you say no, that is your decision. [Describe what activities they will do if they decline. For instance, if they are in a classroom and don’t want to participate in the study, is there another activity that they will do?]
[If the study involves school students, state that the choice to be in the study or not will not affect grades.] 
If you say yes, you can also stop whenever you want. To stop, tell [Name person to tell]. 
Questions - Who can you ask ?
You can ask [Name the person or people to ask] questions any time about anything in this study.  You can also ask a parent any questions you might have about this study.

I have read what I am asked to do. All of my questions were answered. 

|_|YES:	I want to be in the study.
|_|NO:	I do not want to be in the study.  


______________________________________________	 
Your Name (Printed)                                                                                     
______________________________________________     	 _________
Your Signature     	      Date
______________________________________________      	 _________
Name of (Authorized) Person Obtaining Informed Assent     	      Date
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