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Undergraduate Research Review Committee
Annual Report for 2003 - 2004
Members
Dr. Edward J. Crawley, Faculty representative of College of Education and Human Resources
Mr. John Meza, Faculty representative of College of Creative Arts and Management
Dr. Barbara Winters, Faculty representative of College of Health and Human Services
Dr. Craig M. Johnson, Faculty representative of College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Dr. Earl Lynch, Representative of Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Participants
Ms. Christina Elvidge, Director of Honors and Fellowships
Meetings
Although, the Committee formally met four times during the academic year, review of undergraduate research proposals and requests
for funds for conference presentations were reviewed on an ongoing basis.
Accomplishments
Soliciting Proposals
Calls for proposals were made through the faculty email list, the Honors and Fellowship newsletter, and through announcements at
meetings of the Department Chairs.
Review and Evaluation of Proposals
A list of the proposals that were reviewed by the Committee and funded through the Office of Honors and Fellowships are given below:
STUDENT
Bednarz, et al
Blom
Bortugno/Sylvester
Brady
Cashman
Dickert
Doornbos
Kohler
Kuncewicz
Kurilla
Lyons
O'Keefe
Paris
Ryals
Ryals/Pugwash
Sparling
Tratthen
Zuccolo/Sever-Mihalko

COLLEGE
LAS
LAS
EHD
HHS
LAS
LAS
EHD
EHD
HHS
EHD
HHS
LAS
EHD
LAS
LAS
LAS
LAS
HHS

MENTOR
Boughton
Eden
Crawley
Kabay
Bush
Bittel
Crawley
Crawley
Pfeifer
Crawley
Pfeifer
Hokien
Crawley/Ramos
Hokien
Clymer
Bittel
Eden
Boja

PROGRAM
Social Science
Science
Psychology
English
English
Psychology
Psychology
Music Therapy
Psychology
Music Therapy
Science
Psychology/Science
Science
Science
English
Science
Nutrition & Dietetics

CONFERENCE/RESEARCH
NJ, Regional Conference
research
DC, Regional Conference
MD, National Conference
IN, National Conference
PA, Local Conference
DC, Regional Conference
DC, Regional Conference
MN, National Conference
research
MN, National Conference
research
DC,MA, Regional Conferences
research
MA, Regional Conference
TN, International Conference
research
research

One proposal was received from the College of Creative Arts and Management but because the budget had been exceeded by the time
the request ($3000.00) was received it could not be funded. The Committee has discussed the need to be inclusive and to try to provide
funding to support student scholarly activities in all areas of study. The Committee decided that in the future it would be best to set two
specific deadlines (one in the fall and one in the spring semester) for proposals. This change will allow us to consider the merit of all
proposals simultaneously (rather then considering proposal piecemeal) as well as allowing for a more even distribution of funding if the
requested amounts should exceed our budget.
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The Undergraduate Research Forum
As in past years the Undergraduate Research Forum included both a poster session and oral presentations. All students who receive
funding were required to give an oral presentation of their scholarly activity. In total 53 students, individually or as part of a group,
presented their work at the Forum. The number of oral presentations greatly increased from last year (from 9 to 17) while the number of
posters remained constant (19).
Increasing participation. The Committee discussed the need for the forum to be more inclusive and to try to get more participation from
the College of Art and Creative Management. John Meza indicated that many students and faculty do not respond to the call for
abstracts because they do not view their work as "research". It needs to be emphasized that "research" in this context is broadly defined
as any scholarly activity. History, comparisons of work, student projects, discussions of techniques and symbolism, etc. are all
acceptable. Dr. Crawley met with Drs. Namm and Furmanski to discuss way of promoting the research forum and to get more students
involved. All agreed that Art, Theatre, etc. could (and should) request support for their work and could also present their work. The
Deans indicated that they would support extending the forum to an all day event with activities occurring at various locations around the
campus. In addition the typical poster and oral presentations students could present and speak about their art, theatre groups could
present brief plays and talk about the history of theatre and theatrical technique.
Increasing attendance. Deans Furmanski and Namm also indicated that they would support suspending classes during the forum to
provide to the opportunity for more faculty and students to attend. Classes would not simply be suspended but rather faculty would
make attendance at some of the forums activities mandatory and would use these events as a learning experience for their students. In
either case, the Committee will make an effort next year to encourage faculty to include attendance at the forum as part of their courses.
Membership
Two new members need to be recruited since both Drs. Lynch (IRB representative) and Winters (CHHS representative) have resigned
from the Committee.
Submitted by
Ed Crawley, Chair
August 18, 2004
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