Volunteers in Action Meeting Minutes

October 27, 2008

1)      Ellen Stevens from the Voluntary Action Center was the guest speaker.

a)      The Voluntary Action Center is the volunteer center for Lackawanna County and helps connects volunteers with organizations within the county.  

b)      The Voluntary Action Center has been around for about thirty years and contains over 100 different agencies.  

c)       Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Holiday programs, environmental programs and tax/computer interests are just a few of the agencies and programs that the Voluntary Action Center can connect volunteers with.

d)      If interested in volunteering for one of the mentioned programs, or if you just want more information, please contact Ellen Stevens at Volunteer@vacnepa.org
2)      The Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Thon is being held from now until November 21, which is the delivery day of the Thanksgiving baskets.  

a)      V.I.A. will be sponsoring two baskets, and an email will be sent out in the near future on how each member can contribute to those baskets.

b)      If you are interested in sponsoring a basket please contact Kaitlin Miller at Kaimiller@m.marywood.edu
3)      Hunger and Homelessness week will be held from November 9 through the 15.

a)      Signups are available for the hunger walk, the soup kitchen, the sleep out, ect.

b)      Please contact Elise Gower at egower@m.marywood.edu 

4)      There will be a blood drive on campus 

a)      Volunteers are needed to help sign up donors on Wednesday November 5, Thursday November 6, Monday November 10 and Tuesday November 11.

b)      If interested please contact Kaitlin Miller at Kaimiller@m.marywood.edu
5)      New Student Retreat is for interested freshman who want to get away from Campus for a weekend to reflect.

a)      It is held from November 7-9 in Dalton, PA.

b)      If you are interested please stop by Campus Ministry to sign up.

6)      Christmas Giving Tree

a)      Trees will be placed around campus and will be decorated with paper tags.  These tags have specific needs on them for specific people in need of gifts for Christmas.  

b)      If interested please take a tag off an available tree and purchase some of the items on the list.

c)       Do not wrap the presents.  Bring your gift to Campus Ministry.   

7)      National Service Trips

a)      Spring break trip applications are now available online and in campus ministry.  There will be six trips this spring break, and brochures of information are available in Campus Ministry

i)        Kentucky—Very hands on program.  This program is based around the Christian Appalachian projects.  It is mostly home repair and building.

ii)       Baltimore, MD—Help in soup kitchens, work with local shelters.

iii)     New Orleans, LA—Hands on building; working mainly with people whose homes have been affected by hurricane Katrina.

iv)     Scranton, PA—Cleaning up houses, painting, working with local shelters

v)      Florida—this program is based around Habitat for Humanity.  

vi)     North Carolina—this program is based on English as a second language.  Volunteers will be working with mostly older adults, and will be teaching them English.  Volunteers might also help with cleanup projects, ect.

8)      Open Floor

a)      Kidstuff is a carnival held on campus for children from lower income housing developments.  It will be held on April 4.  Applications for Committee Co-chairs are due on November 3—these volunteers would help plan Kidstuff.

i)        Email Kim Wentovich at kwentovich@m.marywood.edu
b)      For juniors and seniors interested in a year of service after graduation:  there will be an ongoing service fair at the University of Scranton on November 5.

i)        Please email Krystal Powers at kpowers@m.marywood.edu if you are interested in going, want more information, or need a ride to the service fair.

c)       On November 5 the Commuter lounge will be hosting a Car Smash event.  A donation, such as a canned food, clothing, shoes, ect, will earn you three hits to a car.  The donated items will be donated to Angel's Attic.

i)        Email Mmoskwa@m.marywood.edu if you have any questions

d)      T-SHIRT IDEAS ARE STILL NEEDED.  Bring your ideas and designs to the next meeting!

